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their exertions are unavailing, they immediately
forget the object of them, and return to their own
business ; but a sort of tacit and almost involuntary
agreement has been passed between them, by which
each one owes to the others a temporary support
which he may claim for himself in turn. Extend to a
people the remark here applied to a class, and you
will understand my meaning. A similar covenant
exists, in fact, between all the citizens of a democracy:
they all feel themselves subject to the same weakness
and the same dangers; and their interest, as well as
their sympathy, makes it a rule with them to lend each
other mutual assistance when required. The more
equal social conditions become, the more do men
display this reciprocal disposition to oblige each
other. In democracies no great benefits are con-
ferred, but good offices are constantly rendered : a
man seldom displays self-devotion, but all men are
ready to be of service to one another.